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the Head of a Family. He fcatcers Infe@ion 

through the whole Houfe. His Wife: and 

Children have always their Eyes upon him: If 
they have more Senfe than himfelf, they are out of 
Countenance for him; If lefs, they fubmit 
their Underftandings to him, and make daily 
Improvements in Folly and Impertinence. I 
have been very ‘often fecretly concerned, when 
Ihave feen.a Circle of" pretty Children cramped 
in their natural Parts, and peatling even below them- 
felves, while they are talking after a couple of filly 
Parents, The Dulnefs of a Father often extinguith- 
es a Genius in the Son, or gives fuch a wrong 
‘Caft to his Mind, as.it is hard for himeverto wear 
cff. In fhort, where the Head of aFamily is weak, 
you hear the Repetitions of his infipid Pleafantries, 
fhallow Conceits, and topical Points of Mirth, in 
every Membef of it. His Table, his Fire-fide, 
his Parties of Diverfion, are all of them fo many 
ftanding Scenes of Folly. 


This is one Reafon why I would the more re- 
commend the Imprdvements of the Mind to my 
Female Readers, that a Family may have a double 
Chance for it, and if it meets with Weaknefsin one 
of the Heads, may have it made upin the other. Itis 
indeed an unhappy aoa in ‘a Family, where 
the Wife has more Knowledge than the Husbaud ; 


[: is a melancholy Thing to fee-a Coxcomb at 


(Price T wo Pence.) 


but it is better it fhould be fo, than that there fhould 
be no Knowledge in the whole Houfe. It is high- 
ly expedient that at leaft one of ‘the Perfons, who 
fits at the.Helm of Affairs, thould give an, Exam- 
ple of good Senfe to thofe, who Gre undef them in 
thefe little Domeftick Goverameggs. ae 


® ‘ * 

If Folly. is of ill Confequence in the Head of a) 
Family, Vice is pach more fo, as it is of a more 
pernicious and of '& more contagious Nature, When 
the Mafter is 3 Profligate, the Rake runsthrough the 
Houfe. You hear the Sons palin sy and 
{wearing after their Father, and fee che Daughters: 
either familiarized to ‘his Difcourfe, or eery Mo-. 
ment blufhing for him. ae 

The very Footman will be a fine’ Gen tleman“in 
his Mafter’s way. He improves by his Table-talk, 
and repeats in the Kitchii what he learns: in: the 
Parlour, Inveft him with the fame Title arid Or- 
naments, and you wodld fcarce know him from his 
Lord. He pra@tifes the fame Oaths, the fame Ri- 
baldry, the fame way of joking.. Ty 


It is therefore of very great Concern to a Fami- 
ly, that the Ruler of it thould be wife and virtuous. 
The firft of thefe Qualifications does not indeed 
lie within his Power; but tho” a Man cannot.ab- 
ftain from being weak, be may from being anes. 
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ft is in his Power to give a good Example of Mo- 
defty, of Températice, of. Frugality, of Religion, 
ana of all other Virtues, which tho’ the greateft 
Ornaments of Human Nature, may be putin Practile 
by Men of she moft dtdinary Capacities, 

. . 


As Wifdom ahd Virtoe are the proper Qualifica- 
tions in the Matter of a Honfe, if he is not accom- 
plithed in boti of thew, it is much better that he 
thould be deficient in the former than in the latter, 
fince the Confequences of Vice are of an infiaitely 
more dangerous Nature than thole of Folly. 


_ When I read the Hiftories that are left us of Py- 
thagoras, | cannot but take Notice of the extraurdi- 
nary 11 flyence which that great Philofopher, who was 
an Illeftrious Pattern of Virtue and ¥ ifdom, had on 
his private Family. This excellent Man, after ha- 
ving pérfcéted himfelf in the Learning of hisown 
Country, travelled into all the kaowa parts of the 
World, on purpofe to Converfe with the moft 
Letrned Men of every Place; by which means he 
gleaned up all the Knowledge of the Age, and is 
ftill admired by the greateft Men of the prefent 
Times, as a Prodigy of Science. His Wite Theano 
wrote feveral Books; and atter his Death raugnt his 
Philofophy iu his P@blick School, which was frequent- 
ed-by numberlefs Ditciples of different Countries. 
There are feveral excetent-Sayings recorded of her. 
I fhall only mention one, becaute it does Honour 
to her Virme, as well as to her Wifdom. Being 
asked. by fome 6f her Sex, in how long a time a 
a might be allowed to pray to the Gods, af- 
tér having converfed with a Man? Uf i were ber 
ktushaid, {ays the, the next Day; if a Stranger, ne- 
ver. Pythagyras;had by this Wife two Sons and 
three Daughters. Histwo Sons, Te/sages and Mue- 
farchus, wre both eminent Philofophers, and were 
joined wi eir Mother in the Governinent of the 

« Pythagertaw School. -_Arigwote was one of his 
Daughtérs, whofe Writings were extant, and very 
mae Admired in the Age af Porphyrizs. Damo 
was another of his Daughters, in whofe Hands Py- 
. thagoras \eft his Works, with a Prohibition to’com- 
mynicate them to Strangers, which fhe obferved to 
the: hazard’ Of her Life; ‘and tha’ the was offered a 
great, Sum for them, rather chofe to live in Pover- 
ty; than not obey the Commands of her beloved Fa- 


? ? 





ther. Ayia was the third of the Daughters, whofe 
Works and Hiltory were very famous, even in La- 
cian’s Tine. She was fo fignally Virtuous, that 
for her unblemifhed Behaviour in her Virginity, the 
was chofen to lead up the Chorus of Maids in a 
National Solemuity; and for her exemplary Con- 
dua in Marriage, was placed at the Head of all the 
Matrons, in the like Publick Ceremony. The 
Memory of this Learned Woman was fo precious 
among ber Countrymen, that her Huufe was after 
_ her Death converted into a Teinple. and the Street 
the livedin called bythe Name of the Mafeam. Nor 
muft | omit, whilft | am mentioning this great Phi- 
lofopher under his Chara@ter as the Matter of aFa- 
mily, that two of his Servants fo improved theme 
felves undet-him, that they were inftitused into 
his Se&t, and make an eminent Figure in the Lift 
of Pythagoreans. The Names of thefe two Servants 
were Afirens and Zamolxes, This fingle Example 
fafficiently thows us both the Influence and the 
Merit of one, who difcharges as he ought the Of- 
fice of a good Mafter of a Family; which, if it 
were well obferved in every Houfe, would quickly 
put an eid to ‘that univerfal Depravation of Man- 
ners. by which the prefent Age is fo much diftin- 
guithed, and which itis more eafie to Lament than 
to Reform. 


This Paper is to be had of Mr. Yemes ander the 
Thatch’@houfe Taverns in Se. James’s-ftreet; Mrs. 
Bond 4? Charing-crofs; Mfrs, Bolter and Mfrs. Dadd 
ucar the Temple-gate; and Af. Round is Ex 
change-ally. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A very good Houfe of three or four Rooms of a 
Ficor, at the cuperdut tuneftreet wear Piccaidy, wih a very 
good Pr fped& all over St. Jamés’s Park, is co be L. ce ac M cnaelmas 
ora’, Enquire st Williams's 'C: fkee-houfe near St. )amer’s Pa' ce, 

Robert Norris, on Snow-hill, having had many 
Years Exptriesce and good Sucesfs in we jure or Lunsticks, is 
removed io th: Peftle and Mortar negrthe m:dale et Haton-Garden, 
wher. he hath a vey convenient lage Houfe and Garce :, Airy and 
fir to receive Perfons of the beft Rank Of cidier’Sex, with iuirable 
Atrencance, Any Perlon spplying themfelvéa ¥ above, may there be 
fatisued, that the Cure fhail be induftricufly endeavoured (and by 
Gud’s Biefling effc&ted) on reafunabie Terms. 
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